
General Education Homebound Program  

Fact Sheet 

 

 Students who are chronically ill or have medical conditions that result in confinement to the 

home for at least four weeks may be eligible for the General Education Homebound (GEH) 

program. 

 

 A parent or guardian may request consideration for GEH by contacting the principal or counselor 

and beginning the referral process for a Section 504 evaluation. 

 

 The parent or guardian will provide information about the student and give consent for the 

district to contact the student’s physician. 

 

 A student’s eligibility for GEH is determined by a Section 504/GEH committee that reviews 

information submitted by the parent or guardian and a physician licensed to practice in the 

United States. 

 

 Absences accumulated before the placement meeting are not considered to be part of the four 

week confinement time.       

                                                                                                                                                                                      

 GEH is typically provided for several hours per week and cannot be considered equivalent to the 

full range of instruction provided in a classroom.  

 

 GEH instruction is provided by a certified teacher, but not usually by the student’s classroom 

teacher. However the classroom teacher will be involved in GEH by providing assignments and 

materials to the GEH teacher. 

 

 Parents will sign a GEH agreement with the district prior to beginning services in the home. This 

agreement outlines expectations, including the fact that the parent will be present in the home 

during the GEH instruction. 

 

 GEH is a temporary educational placement, not an alternative placement for students who are 

frequently absent from school. 

 

 

 Students are not permitted to attend any BISD extracurricular activities during the homebound 

confinement period. 

 

 Dismissal from GEH services requires documentation from a physician. 
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What if a Parent Refuses IDEA Services and Requests  

Section  504 Instead? 

The Office of Civil Rights, the agency responsible for en-

forcement of Section 504 regulations, has made it clear that 

students eligible for services under IDEA must be served un-

der the statute. If a parent refuses special education services 

for an eligible student, BISD has no obligation to offer the 

student services and/or accommodations under Section 504. 

 

What Rights Do Parents Have Under Section 504 in     

Birdville ISD? 

In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments 

Act of 2009, Birdville ISD provides parents or guardians with 

the following procedural safeguards for their child: 

1. A right to written notification on an individual basis with 

regard to: 

 (a) referral for evaluation or reevaluation; 
 (b) decisions regarding eligibility; 
 (c) services available; 
 (d) placement; and 
 (e) any significant change in placement. 
 

2. A right to receive a copy of notice upon the District’s 

identification, evaluation, refusal to provide an evalua-

tion, educational placement, denial of educational place-

ment, and any significant change in said placement of 

their child. 

3.   A right to an evaluation of their child if the District has 

 reason to believe that the child has a mental or physical 

 impairment that substantially limits learning or some 

 other major life activity: 

 (a) before the initial placement; and 
 (b) before any subsequent significant change in  
                      placement. 
 

4. A right to an opportunity to examine all relevant records    

        for their child.   

 

5. A right to participate in an impartial hearing with       

representation by counsel concerning the identification, 

evaluation, or educational placement of their child. 

6. A right to appeal the final decision of the impartial         

hearing officer to a court of competent jurisdiction.   

Written requests for local mediation or impartial hearings 

shall be made to:   

 

Mr. Joe Cammarata 

Associate Superintendent for Staff and Student Services 

6125 E. Belknap Street 

Haltom City, TX  76117 

(817) 547-5700 

 

 

Mediation conferences and/or impartial hearings will be 

conducted in an informal and nonadversarial  manner.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OCR Complaints 

 

Parents or guardians who believe that the District has vio-

lated the provisions of Section 504 are entitled to file a 

complaint with the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) which has 

jurisdiction in Texas.  The address is as follows: 

 

Director  

Department of Education Office of Civil Rights, Region VI 

1999 Bryan Street, Suite 2260  

Dallas, Texas  75201 

(214) 661-9600 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is the policy of  Birdville ISD not to discriminate on the basis of sex, 

disability, race, religion, color, age, or  national origin in its educational 

programs and/or activities including career and technology programs, nor in 

its employment practices. 
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What is Section 504? 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a fed-

eral law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of 

disability.  Unlike the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA) that governs special education, 

Section 504 is not an education, service, or funding 

statute.  The purpose of Section 504 is to ensure that 

individuals with disabilities are given the same oppor-

tunity to participate in programs and activities as are 

their nondisabled peers. 

It is the responsibility of  the Birdville Independent 

School District to identify and serve students who, 

within the intent of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973, are considered disabled and who, because 

of disability, need special services/accommodations 

within the general education program. 

 

Who is Eligible Under Section 504? 

Students may qualify for protection under Section 504 

if they have a mental or physical impairment that sub-

stantially limits one or more of life’s major activities.  

A label, disability, or diagnosis alone does not make a 

student eligible under Section 504.  The disability must 

substantially limit the student’s performance as com-

pared to the performance of the average student in the 

general population. 

If a student does not qualify under Section 504 but 

requires instructional and/or behavioral interventions, 

the District will meet the student’s needs through its 

Response to Intervention (RTI) process. 

Students may be eligible for services under Section 504 

even though they do not meet the eligibility criteria for 

one of the disabling conditions covered by the Individ-

uals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Students 

eligible for services under IDEA are not addressed in 

these guidelines. 

 

 

What is Meant by “Substantially Limits”? 

Under judicial interpretation, a major life activity is substantially 

limited when a person is “unable to perform a major life activity that 

the average person in the general population can perform.” 

In referencing the “general population”, the intent of the law was to 

compare each person’s performance against the general population 

in the community and the nation—not the population at a particular 

school. 

 

What is a Major Life Activity? 

Major life activities refer to functions such as, but not limited to, 

caring for oneself, eating, sleeping, reading, walking, seeing, hear-

ing, bending, standing, speaking, breathing, thinking, concentrating, 

communicating, and performing manual tasks. Major life activities 

also include major bodily functions of the immune system, bladder, 

bowel, brain, respiratory, circulatory, and endocrine functions, as 

well as, normal cell development. 

 

What are the Referral Procedures? 

Any student may be referred for a Section 504 evaluation by a par-

ent, teacher, student, counselor, administrator, or other District em-

ployee who is knowledgeable about the student and has reason to 

believe that the student has a disability that is substantially limiting 

one  or more of life’s major activities. 

All referrals must be submitted in writing to the Campus Section 

504 Coordinator who will prepare and send all required notices and 

paperwork. 

 

What Constitutes an Evaluation Under Section 504? 

An evaluation under Section 504 may or may not  involve testing. It 

will consist of a review and analysis of existing records such as vi-

sion and hearing screening, district and state assessment results, 

attendance records, discipline records, educational history, current 

academic performance, teacher observation, and behavior. Data 

provided from external sources is also considered, but within the 

context of the school. 

A Section 504 Committee is responsible for reviewing and analyzing 

the evaluation date and for making decisions regarding a student’s 

eligibility based upon current legal standards. 

Who Makes Up the Membership of the Section 504 Commit-

tee? 

The federal regulations governing Section 504 do not specify the 

titles or classifications of individuals who must participate in a 

Section 504 Committee. The regulations do state that the  Section 

504 Committee must include “a group of persons knowledgeable 

about the child, the meaning of the evaluation data, and the place-

ment options.” 

While parents are not required members of the  Section 504 Com-

mittee in the regulations, BISD encourages parent participation. 

 

How is Placement Defined? 

In the context of  Section 504, “placement” refers to the general 

education classroom or program with individually planned accom-

modations or interventions. Placement may include such things as 

tutorials, math lab, block math classes, or reading improvement 

classes. In other words, an eligible Section 504 student is entitled 

to the same access to programs and activities as any other student. 

The District is not required to alter requirements or standards for 

participation. There is no modification of the essential knowledge 

and skills for Section 504 students. Eligibility under Section 504 

is not intended to reduce expectations for student with disabilities. 

The intent of  Section 504 is to provide eligible students with 

reasonable accommodations that will give them an equal chance 

to achieve. 

 

Can Eligible 504 Students be Exempt from STAAR? 

No. Section 504 students cannot be exempt from STAAR. There-

fore, since graduation is conditioned on passing STAAR, eligible 

504 students must be held accountable for the same curriculum 

requirements and standards as their nondisabled peers. To do 

otherwise would not give eligible 504 students an equal oppor-

tunity to earn a diploma. Eligible 504 students maybe be entitled 

to limited testing accommodations as allowed by TEA or the test-

ing manufacturer, as appropriate. 

 

 

Birdville Independent School District 



Dyslexia Program 

Awareness for  

Educators and 

Parents   Preschool—Third grade: 

 Failure to understand that words 

are made up of parts or individual 

sounds 

 Difficulty learning the letter names 

and their corresponding sounds 

 Difficulty reading single words in 

isolation 

 Difficulty reading fluently 

 Difficulty spelling phonetically 

Fourth grade—High School: 

 History of reading and spelling  

difficulties 

 Difficulty reading aloud  

 Avoids reading for pleasure 

 Difficulty learning a foreign           

language 

Postsecondary: 

 Difficulty with spoken vocabulary 

 Difficulty completing the reading 

demands for multiple course    

requirements 

Common Risk 

Factors of  Dyslexia 

Information for educators and 

parents about dyslexia in the 

State of Texas 

 What is dyslexia?  

 What are the school         

districts’ requirements      

related to dyslexia? 

 Who can I contact if I have  

questions or                      

concerns? 

Contacts for further information: 
 
State Dyslexia Consultant                                       

Region 10 Education Service Center                            

400 E. Spring Valley Road                                       

Richardson, TX 75083-1300                                   

Texas Dyslexia Hotline: 1(800) 232-3030                 

www.region10.org/dyslexia/index   

Statewide English Language Arts/Reading Coordinator               

Texas Education Agency Division of Curriculum      

1701 N. Congress Avenue                                     

(512) 463-9581                                

www.tea.state.tx.us /index2.aspx?id=4434 

Dyslexia contacts at the Texas Regional Education   

Service Centers  

http:www.tea.state.tx.us/regional_services/esc/ 

The State Dyslexia Handbook ~ Revised 2014 is available 

to download at the following web address:  

www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=25769814312 

Parent Resources: 

International Dyslexia Association     

http://www.interdys.org 

Academic Language Therapy Association  

http://www.altaread.org 

Bookshare 

http://www.accessiblebooks4tx.org/ 

Learning Ally 

https://www.learningally.org/state-landing-

pages/texas/ 

Texas College and Career Readiness Support 

Center                                     

http://txccrsc.org/ 

Texas Dyslexia Hotline:      

1(800) 232-3030 



Dyslexia Program Awareness for Educators and Parents 

What is Dyslexia? 
The current definition from the 

International Dyslexia Association 

states: 

Dyslexia is a specific learning     

disability that is neurological in  

origin. It is characterized by      

difficulties with accurate and/or 

fluent word           

recognition and by 

poor spelling and   

decoding abilities. 

These difficulties   

typically result from a 

deficit in the         

phonological component of      

language that is often unexpected 

in relation to other cognitive    

abilities and the provision of     

effective classroom instruction. 

Secondary consequences may    

include problems in reading                

comprehension and reduced    

reading experience that 

can impede growth of 

vocabulary and        

background knowledge. 

Dyslexia and School    

District/Charter School 

Requirements 
Texas Education Code §38.003:         

- Students enrolling in public schools 

shall be tested for dyslexia at          

appropriate times. 

 - The board of trustees of each school 

district or charter school shall provide 

for the treatment (i.e., instruction) of 

any student determined to have      

dyslexia. 

Texas Administrative Code 

§74.28:                                                

- The board of trustees of a school    

district or charter school must ensure 

that procedures for identifying a      

student with dyslexia and for providing 

appropriate instructional services to the 

student are implemented. 

 - A school district or charter school 

shall purchase or develop its own   

reading program for students with   

dyslexia, as long as the program is  

characterized by the descriptors found 

in The State Dyslexia Handbook ~ Revised 

2014. 

 - Each school district or charter school 

must provide each identified student    

access at his or her campus to the      

services of a teacher trained in dyslexia 

and related disorders. 

 - Each school district or charter school 

shall provide a parent education program 

for parents/guardians of students with 

dyslexia. 

Teacher Training               

Requirements: 
Teachers who provide instruction for 

students with dyslexia: 

- Must have valid Texas teaching         

certificates for the particular grade     

level(s) that they teach 

- Must be trained 

in dyslexia and 

related disorders  

- Must be trained 

in the program 

the district has developed or purchased 

for use with students with dyslexia as well 

as in instructional strategies that utilize    

individualized, intensive, multisensory, 

phonetic  methods 
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