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I N  T H I S  I S S U E

The influence of a teacher on a student can be life changing
for both the student and teacher. When their teaching experience
is combined, BISD’s teachers of the year for 2006 have impacted
young lives for more than 25 years.

Melissa Minix, David Holland and Karen Seimears each have a
passion for children and a love and desire to teach. Each realizes
as educators they have a great impact on the lives of students.

These three know that being named BISD’s teachers of the year
is a great honor, but for them, the greater honor is seeing
students succeed.

Thirty-two teachers selected as
the top educators on their
campuses were honored May 4
at a formal banquet. As the
district’s top three teachers, Minx, 
Holland and Seimears each received 
golden apples commemorating their achievements, custom-
designed teacher-of-the-year rings from Herff Jones, Inc., and
monetary gifts from BISD’s Foundation for Educational
Excellence and the Educational Employees Credit Union.

Minx is the librarian at Hardeman Elementary. This is her first
year as a librarian at Hardeman, where she formerly taught
kindergarten and first-grade.

“Collaboration is a must for any librarian looking to make a
difference. It should be about working on student achievement,
and it is always easier to do that when working as a team,”
Minix shared in her application. “Our library is a place where
parents feel as though they are welcome and can search for
answers to questions they might have about their kids. In my
eyes, a library with an enthusiastic and hard working librarian
should be the heart of every elementary school, not just a place
to keep books.”

Outside of the library, Minix has worked with the district’s
SCORES Program, volunteered on the PTA board, served as
kindergarten club sponsor, fifth-grade mentor, and Web club
sponsor. In her application she wrote, “I knew that I wanted to
focus some of my efforts on creating a powerful relationship
with our community, more specifically, our students’ families.”

Holland is a special education teacher at Haltom Middle School.
He has been teaching at Haltom Middle since 1990.

“The most significant contributions I’ve made in education are 
reflected not in my own accomplishments, but the
accomplishments of my students, and in the way they’ve become
contributing members of their local community as well as the
global community,” he wrote. “If I’ve made any contributions or
accomplishments in the teaching field, it’s because of the kids on

bus #92 in Grand
Prairie 20 years ago
who led me to the
career in the first
place, and the kids at
Haltom Middle School 
whom I’ve seen grow

and change and become successes in their own right and in their
own lives.”

Much of David’s time outside of the classroom is spent with his
family, at their church or in church-related activities. He and his
wife currently serve on a search committee to help fill a
ministerial position and as Care Group leaders for their Sunday
school class. David also teaches a fifth-grade Bible study class. 

Seimears teaches media technology at the Shannon Career
Center. She has been teaching for three years.

While in high school, Seimears told her mother that she wanted
to teach. After that time, her mother pleaded with her daily to
pursue a better paying career.   (More on Teaching on page 2)

2006-2007 registration and school supply
information is available at:

www.birdville.k12.tx.us

Melissa Minix, David Holland and Karen Seimears each have a
passion for children and a love and desire to teach. Each realizes as

educators they have a great impact on the lives of students.

BISD honors teaching excellence

Melissa Minix, Karen Seimears, and 
David Holland, BISD’s district

teachers of the year.
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Partnership
Superintendent’s Exchange…

Because of her love for the film industry,
Karen finally decided to pursue a degree
in filmmaking. In her application she
shares, “I called my mother one day from
New York and told her that I did not think
I could ever feel like I was successful until
I explored my desire to teach. She agreed
that I had to go for it.”

Outside of the classroom, Seimears
quarterbacks the two-time World
Champion Dallas Diamonds women’s
professional football team where her
record is 32-2. She serves as the team

chaplain, and last year was named the
Offensive Most Valuable Player. 

“I believe I am the teacher I am because I
truly enjoy the time I get to spend with my
students. I understand what crucial role
athletics played in turning my life around
as a teenager,” she wrote. “I see now that
Media Technology is a class with that
same ability. … Nothing has given me a
greater sense of satisfaction.” 

Congratulations to all of BISD’s teachers
of the year. 

BISD honors teaching excellence (cont.)
Annual Asbestos Notification:  2006-07 School Year
Birdville Independent School District (BISD) is
committed to providing a safe environment for our
students, patrons, faculty and staff, and has made every
effort to be in compliance with:  U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), 40 CFR Part 763 Asbestos,
Subpart E, “Asbestos-Containing-Materials in
Schools”.

In accordance with 40 CFR, Part 763.84(c), you are
hereby notified that an Asbestos Management Plan
developed by an accredited asbestos management
planner is in-place for every BISD facility. Each
management plan was duly filed in accordance with
section 763.93 on or before October 12, 1988 with the
Texas Department of Health. A copy of the
management plan is maintained in the administrative
office of each facility and in the Buildings and Grounds
office located at 6119 East Belknap Street, Haltom
City, Texas 76117. Summaries of the response actions
taken by the District are included in each management
plan. The complete documentation of all response
actions is available for review in the Buildings and
Grounds Department offices during regular business
hours. Qualified BISD personnel perform semi-annual
inspections throughout the district. Every three years,
Birdville hires accredited and licensed asbestos
inspectors to re-inspect all areas. The most recent
re-inspection was conducted in December 2003. 

Texas Rangers Recognize BISD’s 
Teachers of the Year

May 26, 2006

To view more pictures visit:
www.birdville.k12.tx.us/departments/communications/photoalbumarchives.htm

The 2005-06 school year was another exciting year in BISD. I am
proud of the continued academic, fine arts and athletic successes.
Some highlights for me this year include:  Richland Elementary
students presenting their plans for an environmental center;
reading to students across the district; watching Smithfield
Middle and Birdville High students perform at the Texas Music
Educators Association convention; listening to more than 700 of
our middle and high school students perform at Bass Hall;
watching our bands compete at the State UIL marching contest;
recognizing more than 1,200 students as they graduated high
school; and to conclude the school year, representing the BISD
community at Ameriquest Field by throwing out the first pitch.

We have wonderful children and staff in BISD. Ultimately, it is our people and the daily
life we share with its disappointments and triumphs that makes us great.

In addition to the successes of the school year, members of the community have worked
tirelessly since January evaluating the facilities needs of the district. They have focused on
health and safety, minimal functional requirements and overcrowding. I want to thank each
member of the bond study committee for giving of their time in this monumental task. In
the near future, the BISD community will have opportunities to learn more about the
committee's final recommendations in public meetings and on the district's Web site.

Currently, the district's Web site has agendas, minutes and handouts from every committee
meeting. I would like to encourage you to analyze the same materials the committee used
in making their recommendations for a bond package. The bond committee information is
available on the district's Web site at www.birdville.k12.tx.us. 

Have a safe and happy summer!
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Positive results of your bond dollars can be seen across Birdville ISD.  The following is an update of work completed,
projects in progress and schedules for projects being planned.

For additional information on the progress of voter approved work, visit
the district’s web site at www.birdville.k12.tx.us. 

September 2005 bond construction update scheduled for summer 2006…

PROPOSITION II
Renovations and Technology
• Floor replacement at North Ridge, Smithfield and Watauga middle schools, and North Ridge, Green Valley and Hardeman 

elementaries.
• Renovations at Smithfield Middle School will include replacement of storefront windows in classrooms, interior painting in certain 

areas, HVAC system replacement, security system, electrical power upgrades, and installation of an energy management system.
• Upgrades to HVAC and electrical power, installation of an energy management system, fire alarm system and security system at The 

Academy at C.F. Thomas and Spicer Elementary.
• Replacement of HVAC chiller at North Ridge Elementary.
• Upgrades to HVAC and electrical for technology, installation of a security system, HVAC repair in the gym, tech lab, hall 

unit access, and geothermal at North Richland Middle School.
• Upgrades to HVAC and electrical for technology and installation of a security system at the 

Shannon Learning Center and Fine Arts/Athletics Complex.
• Upgrades to HVAC and electrical for technology, dedicated clean power for technology, and 

HVAC repairs for the administration building.
• Replacement of light fixtures in the building and grounds department.
• Upgrades to HVAC and electrical for technology and installation of a security and fire alarm system 

at Thomas Coliseum and the Central Stores Warehouse.
• Installation of a fire alarm system in the fleet management (transportation) building.
• Replacement of the HVAC system at Haltom High School.
• Replacement of 2,717 computers.

•  Upgrades to network cabling, equipment and the addition of wireless access points is scheduled to be 
complete by August 2006 at Birdville, Smith, Francisco, Binion, Mullendore, Smithfield, Snow Heights, 
South Birdville, Stowe, Academy at West Birdville, Holiday Heights, Watauga and Foster Village 
elementaries; Haltom, Richland and North Oaks middle schools; Richland High School, Shannon 
Learning Center, Administration Building, Building and Grounds, Fine Arts/Athletics Complex, Thomas 
Coliseum and Central Stores Warehouse.

BISD bond projects are. . . results in action 

Trustee Spotlight
Richard Davis
2005-06 Board Member, Place V

Occupation:  Businessman

Elected to the BISD Board of Trustees in 2006, Davis is married to Brenda and has three children.  Josh
Offield, age 23, attends Texas Tech University, Lauren Davis, age 20, attends Texas State University, and
Jacob Offield, age 19, attends Stephen F. Austin University.

Davis, a 1974 graduate of Richland High School, is a member of the 2006 BISD bond study committee and also served on the 1986
bond committee.  He is a Texas Scholars presenter and a current board member for the Richland Rebel Touchdown Club.

Davis currently serves as a director of the Northeast Richland Lions Club and serves on the board of directors of Liberty Bank.  He is
a former chairman for the Northeast Tarrant Chamber as well as for the North Richland Hills Planning/Zoning Commission. He
served on the North Richland Hills city council from 1982-1991.

Davis is the director of sales for Lift Aids, Inc.

For more information on BISD’s board of trustees please visit:  www.birdville.k12.tx.us

Thomas Coliseum

Smithfield Middle School

Shannon Education
Center

Service Complex
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District Highlights

The following business partners were recognized at recent
board meetings:  Oscar and Martha Calderon, Oscar’s
Mexican Restaurant; Garey Hackney, EcoSystems
Environmental, Inc.; and Wendye VanHousen, McDonald’s in
North Richland Hills, Watauga and Keller.

During the 2006-07 school year, Birdville ISD will
administer the following federal programs to students that live
within district boundaries.
• Title I, Part A (Improving Basic Programs)
• Title II, Part A (Teacher and Principal Training and     

Recruitment Fund)
• Title II, Part D (Enhancing Education through 

Technology)
• Title III (Language Instruction for Limited English 

Proficient and Immigrant Students)
• Title IV (Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Community 
Act)

• Title V (Innovative Education Program Strategies)
• IDEA-B (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
Representatives of privately educated students interested in
participation in any of these programs can contact Dr. Betty
Grubbs, director of special services, at 817.547.5740 or by 
e-mail at Betty_Grubbs@birdville.k12.tx.us.

Stefanie Gerron-Woodard, advanced academic
specialist at Snow Heights and Walker Creek
elementaries, was recognized as BISD’s Rising
Star Teacher of the Gifted for 2005-06. She has
also been selected as the Texas Association for
the Gifted and Talented (TAGT) Region XI
Rising Star Teacher of the Gifted.

More than 700 middle and high school students
performed in Birdville at the Bass at Bass Hall in April.

Business Partners

BISD had 29 eligible seventh-grade Duke Talent Scholars
take the SAT this year. Of those students, seven qualified
for state recognition and will be honored by Duke
University. In order to qualify, these students scored at or
above 510 on the verbal or math sections of the SAT.  

Andrew Jackson - Watauga MS 
Jordan Baer - North Ridge MS 
James Dargan - North Ridge MS 
Zachary Ritzie - North Ridge MS 
Robert Warwick - North Ridge MS 
Ian Lovrich - Smithfield MS 
Forrest Benefiel - North Richland MS 

Birdville Council PTA Officers for the 2006-07 school
year include: Jennifer LePla, president; Chris Zimmer,
first vice president (aide); Angela McCants second vice
president (programs); Liz Powell, third vice president
(budget and finance); Alma Markum, fourth vice
president (hospitality); Kellie Kellner, fifth vice
president (parent education); and Martha Strain,
secretary.

Birdville Council of PTAs 2005-06 President Donna
McDowell, Volunteer Coordinator Wendy McGahey,
and Clothes Connection/Supply Depot Coordinator
Belinda Launius were recognized by the board of
trustees for their outstanding leadership of Birdville
Council of PTAs, Volunteer Partnership and Clothes
Connection/Supply Depot.

Leigh Ballard, advanced academic specialist
at Spicer and Foster Village elementaries, was
recognized as BISD’s Outstanding Teacher of
the Gifted for 2005-06. She has also been
selected as the Texas Association for the Gifted
and Talented (TAGT) Region XI Outstanding
Teacher of the Gifted.

PTA/Volunteers

Birdville Council of PTAs officers for
the 2006-07 school year.

Wendy McGahey and 
Donna McDowell
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BISD Foundation continues with rich history of 
supporting innovative programs

BISD’s Foundation for Educational Excellence Grant Awards Program presented more than $90,530 in grants to all 32
campuses for innovation programs that directly impact instruction. The awards committee was able to fund grant request

for every campus this year.

Three students from BISD will have their artwork displayed at the
Texas PTA offices in Austin. Students’ chosen for this honor are:
Jared Burleson, first grade, Walker Creek Elementary; Joanita
Namara, Birdville High School; and Amy Roden, Richland High
School.

Congratulations to Wendy McGahey, president of the BISD
Association for the Gifted and Talented (BISD AGT), for being
recognized as the TAGT Region XI G/T Parent of the Year for
2005-06. She will represent our region in the Texas Association for
the Gifted and Talented (TAGT) state award competition.

BISD’s PTAs recently won 17 awards at the Area 11 spring PTA
conference. Awards won were:  Birdville High PTSA, Hardeman
Elementary PTA, Mullendore Elementary PTA and Birdville
Elementary PTA, Spring Membership Increase Award; Haltom
High PTSA, Outstanding Newsletter for High School; Walker
Creek Elementary PTA, Parent Involvement for Elementary;
Walker Creek Elementary PTA, Volunteer Program for
Elementary; Richland High PTSA, Outstanding E-Newsletter for
Secondary; Walker Creek Elementary PTA, Outstanding Local
Unit for Elementary, Honorable Mention; Smithfield Middle PTA,
Outstanding Local Unit for Middle School; Walker Creek
Elementary PTA, Outstanding Web site for Elementary and Gold
Award; Haltom High PTSA, Outstanding Web site for High
School; and Walker Creek Elementary PTA, Smith Elementary
PTA, Haltom High PTSA, Smithfield Middle PTA, and Porter
Elementary PTA, Goals and Evaluations.

Elementary recipients Middle school recipients High school recipients

PARENTS’ RIGHT TO KNOW
According to Public Law 107-110, commonly referred to as the No Child Left Behind law, all parents have the right to know the professional qualifications of
their child’s teachers. Professional qualifications include whether the teacher is certified in the grade level or subject they are teaching, the baccalaureate degree
they hold, and the field of discipline of their degree or certification. Birdville ISD prides itself on hiring qualified individuals who will do whatever it takes to
ensure learning for each student. If you wish to know any information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s teacher, please make a written
request to the principal.

DERECHO DE SABER DE LOS PADRES
De acuerdo con la ley pública 107-110, referida comunmente como la ley de Que Ningún Niño Se Quede Atrás (No Child Left Behind), todos los padres
tienen el derecho a saber las cualidades profesionales de los maestros de sus hijos. Estas cualidades profesionales incluyen si el maestro está certificado en el
nivel de grado o materia que instruye, el bachillerato que posee, y el área o disciplina de su licenciatura o certificación. El distrito escolar de Birdville tiene
el orgullo de emplear individuos calificados que harán lo necesario para asegurarse que cada estudiante aprenda. Si usted necesita información de las
cualidades profesionales del maestro de su hijo, por favor pídala por escrito al director de la escuela.

Since 2002, the portion the state pays for      
educating  children in BISD has dropped from 48   
percent to 21 percent.

BISD had more than 1,500 students take
the PSAT in 2005. This is up from 912 in
2004. 

On the PSAT, more than 25 students scored at a level
that may earn them national merit recognition. This is
up from two in 2004.

BISD has seen a rise in commended scholar
recognition in 2006. This prestigious honor is a 
result of high levels of mastery on the harder TAKS 
test.

There are more than 40 languages spoken in BISD.
Some languages other than English and Spanish spoken are:

•Laotian •Urdu
•Arabic •Vietnamese

Did you know?

2002 Present

50%

20%
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06-07 Volunteer Applications Available Online
In order to protect the
students of BISD, the board
of trustees developed a
policy in 1995 requiring
criminal background checks
on all volunteers before they
have direct contact with
students.

The method of applying to
be a volunteer in BISD is
online at

https://www.birdville.k12.tx.us/cf/volunteer/index.cfm or by
going to BISD’s home page at www.birdville.k12.tx.us and
selecting “Volunteer Partnership” under Parents.

Although the district has made the site secure, there may be
some individuals who are hesitant to apply/submit their
personal information online. A limited number of paper
applications/forms are available through the communications
department at the administration building.

If a person is a new volunteer in the district, they will be
required to enter their information online. This must be done
before a background check can be performed, and
individuals are allowed to work directly with children. It can
take up to two weeks for a background check to be complete
on new volunteers.

If a person has already been approved as a volunteer in the
past, they must log in and verify that their information is still
current. Once they have done this, they will be approved as a
volunteer in BISD.

Parents, grandparents, community members and staff need to
complete the application online each year. Please do not wait
until the last minute to complete your application. It is never
too early to apply or renew. If you have questions, please
contact your local campus or the communications
department at 817.547.5799.

BISD students 
show continued improvement on TAKS tests
The Texas Education Agency released preliminary TAKS scores in May for students who took the test in spring 2006. BISD
students’ overall performance on the tests indicates an increase of one to four percentage points in English language arts,
mathematics, science and writing. Performance in social studies decreased slightly from 91 percent to 89 percent.

BISD increased in the number of “Commended Scholars” recognized by the Texas Education Agency by one to three
percentage points in all subjects. Commended performance represents academic achievement at a level that is considerably
higher than the state passing standard.

The most significant improvement was seen at the high school level, where all subjects improved in the number of students
that met standards with the exception of tenth-grade social studies. In addition, all high school content areas showed an
increase in commended performance.

“The performance of BISD students on state-mandated tests continues to improve,” Superintendent Stephen F. Waddell
said. “It is exciting to see how well our students consistently advanced on this more rigorous test. I am proud of the
students, teachers, parents and staff.”

The final results and ratings will be released by the Texas Education Agency in August.

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

 Reading Math Reading Math Writing  Reading  Math Science

Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP

Birdville ISD 95 48 79 26 86 21 84 35 94 22 92 24 82 42 77 25
Sta te 94 43 82 28 82 20 83 31 92 20 88 22 81 38 75 24
BISD (Sp an ish) 87 10 60 5 65 13 69 24 83 33 85 21 33 6 15 3
Sta te (Sp an ish) 87 16 69 16 76 16 69 23 90 24 82 19 47 12 31 5

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Reading Math Reading Math Writing Reading  Math Soc St Science

Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP

Birdville ISD 93 41 77 25 78 22 69 9 89 33 85 37 67 14 84 33 59 14
Sta te 91 39 79 31 79 21 70 13 90 37 83 36 67 15 83 30 52 12

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11

Reading Math ELA Math Soc St Science ELA Math Soc St Science

Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP Met CP

Birdville ISD 91 26 56 16 88 15 61 13 86 32 62 11 93 28 80 20 96 36 81 8
Sta te 87 20 56 14 85 13 60 12 83 29 60 11 88 21 77 18 94 29 74 9

CP - Comm ened Per formance  
Met - Pas sing Sta ndard Met  
CP - Commended Performance Percentage
Met - Passing Standard Met Percentage
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The highest ranking seniors in Birdville, Haltom and Richland high schools’ graduating classes of 2006 have bold plans for the
future. Here is a closer look at the valedictorians and salutatorians from each of BISD’s high schools.

Birdville High School
Erin Michelle Smith 
Valedictorian

Erin is the daughter of Eric and Cynthia Smith. While at Birdville, she was a member of the National 
Honor Society, where she served as treasurer, and played in the band. Erin plans to major in microbiology 
at the University of Oklahoma.

Tiffany Ann Moore 
Salutatorian

Tiffany is the daughter of Ron and Shari Moore. While at Birdville, Tiffany was a member of National 
Honor Society, colorguard, and Fishheads. She is a member of North Richland Hills Baptist Church were 
she is active in her church’s youth group. Tiffany plans to major in history at Baylor University.

Haltom High School
Dung Le 
Valedictorian

Dung is the son of Chung Le and Hoang Tran. While at Haltom, he was a member of the National Honor  
Society, and Mu Alpha Theta (honors math club). Outside of school, he has volunteered at the Haltom City
Lion’s Club, Vietnamese Cultural and Science Foundation, Clothes Connection and Buddhist Youth 
Association. Dung plans to major in science at The University of Texas in Austin.

Hoanh Nguyen 
Salutatorian

Hoanh is the son of Long and Li Nguyen. He was a member of the National Honor Society, math club, Mu
Alpha Theta (honors math club), calculus bowl team, and Spanish Honor Society. Outside of school, he as 
volunteered at the Haltom City library and Clothes Connection. Hoanh has been nominated for the United 
States Achievement Academy. His plans are to major in pharmaceutical sciences at The University of 
Texas at Austin.

Richland High School
Jennifer Dodson 
Valedictorian

Jennifer is the daughter of David and Debbie Dodson. She is a member and officer of the National Honor 
Society and senior class planning board. Jennifer is a member of the softball, basketball and volleyball 
teams, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and choir. Jennifer plans to major in accounting at Baylor 
University.

Brady Cooper 
Salutatorian

Brady is the son of Steven and Frances Cooper. While at Richland, he has been a member and officer of 
the National Honor Society and calculus bowl team. He is a four year member of band, where he served as 
band president his senior year. In addition, Brady played in the jazz band. Brady is planning on majoring 
in business at The University of Texas at Austin.

BISD congratulates all of its graduating seniors.

BISD’s top seniors have big plans for the future

2006 National Merit Finalists
Joseph Ellmore, Richland High School

Kurt Wilson, Birdville High School

2006 National Hispanic Scholar
Kryston Lopez, Birdville High School

Birdville High School
Jordan Bailey

James Peterson
Jennifer Yardley

Haltom High School
Kevin Degarmo

Richland High School
Jennifer Dodson
Anthony Derrick

2006 National Merit Commended Scholars

2006 National Achievement
Program Participant

Joanita Namara, Birdville High School

2006 National
Merit Scholars
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Oct. 6, 10
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News for the BISD community
BISD is expanding communications to the community through an online electronic newsletter.
“B-News” provides subscribers important weather related closings and delays as well as late
breaking news. In addition, the newsletter contains public meeting notices and links to school

calendars, online meal payments, athletic schedules, etc. To subscribe, go to
www.birdville.k12.tx.us and join the “B-News” mailing list.

Birdville ISD sincerely appreciates those businesses, organizations, and individuals who
contributed to make this year’s Golden Gala Teacher of the Year Awards Banquet so special
for the nominees. The generosity demonstrated by the Birdville community exemplifies the

partnership for excellence in education that we share.

Gold Star Sponsorship ($1,000-$2,499)
AT&T

Herff Jones
HKS, Inc. 

The Northeast Tarrant
Chamber of Commerce
Birdville Foundation

for Educational Excellence

Bronze Star Sponsorship ($400-$499)
Five Star Ford

North Hills Hospital
Oscar’s Mexican Restaurant

Print Central, Inc.
State National Bank

Abuelo’s Mexican Food Embassy 
Bonnie & Clyde’s

Brunswick Zone Watauga
Classic Image Car Wash

Clayton YES!

Kroger Southwest Division
Mary Lou Lopez, Avon

Spring Creek BBQ
Cindy Scammel Brewington-

Edward Jones

Texas Rangers
Tarrant County College, Northeast
Medical Center at Calloway Creek

Gibson Enterprises-Shopping Service
Best Western NE Mall Inn & Suites

Silver Star Sponsorship ($500-$999)
Al’s Formal Wear
Bates Container

City of North Richland Hills
J.L. Steel, L.P.
Liberty Bank

Dolores Webb State Farm Insurance
Educational Employees 
Credit Union (EECU)

Business Recognition Packages

2006 Golden Gala Sponsors


