
There’s no secret about what’s in the
heart of Birdville ISD’s new superintendent.

“We are here to do what is best for the
kids,” said Stephen F. Waddell, Ed.D., who
began his term as superintendent March 4.
“We are here to make sure that our students
are happy and successful in life.”

Waddell desires to see BISD become an
“exemplary” district in every way. With
student achievement as his top priority, he
plans to focus on continuing the explosion
of student interest in technology, further-
ing community and parent involvement,
and effectively managing district finances.

“I am proud to be in BISD,” Waddell
said. “I am excited to be joining a district
that has been recognized as a premier
district across the state. I feel a sense of
humility in BISD and I look forward to

moving forward with the legacy.”
He also said that BISD is a quality district

that can and must move forward, continuing
to reach for a higher goal.

Board president Wanda Strong described
Waddell as a champion for education. 

“He really has a heart for the children,”
she said.

Waddell, 50, comes to BISD from
Tuloso-Midway ISD in Corpus Christi,
where he served as superintendent since
1998. He also served as superintendent of
Sunray ISD, principal and assistant princi-
pal in Lancaster ISD, and counselor and
teacher in Splendora ISD.

He was hired by BISD’s Board of Trustees
at a special meeting Feb. 12. Waddell suc-
ceeds Bob E. Griggs, Ed.D., who retired
after nine years as BISD superintendent.
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Above:  Waddell greets 7-year-old Carlie Carauthers, a second-grader at John
D. Spicer Elementary, as her sister Hallie, mom Lori and Board President
Wanda Strong look on. Top Right:  Waddell with his wife, Jean, and daughter,
Sarah. Right:  Waddell wasted no time getting started in BISD. Pictured
with secretary Louise Funk.
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Dates to Remember

Spring Break
.................................April 1-5
TAAS Testing
.............................April 16-19
Last Day of School
....................................May 23
BHS Graduation
........................7 p.m. May 25
...........W.G. Thomas Coliseum
HHS Graduation
...................1:30 p.m. May 26
..........F.W. Convention Center
RHS Graduation
...................4:30 p.m. May 26
..........F.W. Convention Center
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Birdville ISD:

Lighting the Way

for Our Future

A Farewell ...
I write this now with bittersweet emotion. After
nine wonderful years in BISD and more than 30
years in education, I am retiring to follow a new
dream. Even in my retirement, however, I will
continue to be an avid supporter of BISD and
education. The children of this district and across this great state deserve the
very best education, and I promise to continue to be an advocate for them.

As I reflect over the past nine years in Birdville, the memories I hold dear
would fill an entire book. A few of these include:  four BISD campuses being
named Texas Blue Ribbon Schools, two of which were also named National
Blue Ribbon Schools; growing from one exemplary campus in 1995 to 17
campuses in 2001; BISD being named a TEA “recognized” district for three
consecutive years; athletic and fine arts programs thriving across the district;
the district’s Career and Technology Education program being recognized as
a leader in the state and nation; passage of two bond packages while mini-
mizing tax increases to pay for the bonds; opening Birdville High School and
the Birdville Fine Arts/Athletics Complex; and, most important of all, wit-
nessing the faces of children of all ages as they celebrate learning. The list
goes on and on because “Birdville ISD is a premier district in the state.” It is
because of you — the students, staff and community — that BISD has
become the district it is today.

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your lives these past nine years,
and thank you for the memories.

Superintendent’s

Exchange

Thank you
Dr .  Gr iggs !
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Did You Know . . .
Birdville ISD derived its name from
Jonathon Bird, who led a group of settlers
west in 1851 to what is now Tarrant County.
Records indicate the first schools in the
area began in 1855, and the one-teacher
Birdville Academy was built in 1858 on
Birdville Hill in what is now Haltom City.

Occupation:  Retired Businessman
Trustee Since:  1994, re-elected
Board Offices Served:

President:  1998-1999
Vice President:  1997-1998
Secretary:  1996-1997

Before being elected to the school board
in 1994, Wilson served on numerous BISD
committees, including chairman of the Bond
Advisory Committee, Planning Improvement
Committee, Year-Round Study Committee,
Boundary Committee, and Committee for
Excellence in Education. In addition, he is a
member of the PTA and serves as a presenter
for Texas Scholars.

In addition to serving on BISD committees,
Wilson has been active with his city government
as a member of the Planning and Zoning
Commission and the Capital Improvement
Commission. He also was an election judge
for 14 years and served on the Northeast
YMCA Executive Board for three years.

Wilson is also a member of both the
Northeast Richland Lions Club and the First
Baptist Church of Fort Worth.

Wilson, a resident of North Richland Hills
since 1980, retired as Director-Information
Services for Southwest Office Systems, where
he had worked since 1970.

He and his wife Nancy have eight sons,
four granddaughters and one grandson.

Fred
Wilson

2001-2002
Board 

Member
Place V

Alan Beam
Richland High 

Alan is a member
of the National
Honor Society,
Fellowship of
Christian Athletes,
is president of
the Drama Club,
vice-president of the Literary Club,
and is a member of the Black
Masque Society and the International
Thespian Society. He has been
involved in RHS drama productions
since his freshman year, and has won
numerous awards in school produc-
tions and in Community Theater.
Alan is very active in his church and
community. He is the president of
the Youth Council at River Oaks
Baptist Church, volunteers for
Confrontation Point Ministries,
Beautiful Feet Ministries, Tarrant
Area Food Bank and Union Gospel
Mission. Alan plans to attend the
University of Texas and is considering
majoring in business. He is the son
of Jessica and Paul Steiber and
Ronnie and Laura Beam.

Amy Montalvo
Richland High

Amy ranks in the
top 5 percent of
her senior class
with a perfect 4.0
GPA. In addition
to being named a
National Hispanic
finalist, Amy is also a National Merit
Commended Student. She is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society,
captain of the Color Guard, an active
member of the Richland High School
Site-Based Student Leadership Team,
Texas Association of Future
Educators, and Senior Planning
Board. Amy is a devoted member of
her church and has volunteered a
great deal of her time to mission
trips all over the United States and
Honduras. She plans to major in
broadcast journalism at Yale
University. Amy is the daughter of
Stephen and Lynn Montalvo.

Congratulations again from BISD to
these students for all their hard work
and dedication.

RHS seniors named scholar finalists
Two students tops in National Hispanic Recognition Program

BISD congratulates these students and their families on their accomplish-
ments. BISD’s two National Hispanic Recognition scholarship finalists for
2002 are:

BISD’s summer
school program for stu-
dents in grades six
through 12 will be June
4-July 10 at Richland
High School. Tuition for
each class is $100 for in-
district students, with a
$20 registration fee.
Registration is set for
Friday, May 31, at W.G.
Thomas Coliseum.

The summer program
allows middle and high
school students to seek
remediation in order to
be promoted to the next
grade level. It also allows
students who have
completed grade eight
or higher to take high
school courses for
acceleration. Courses
available are:  English

language arts, mathe-
matics, science, social
studies, technology
applications, health,
speech, TAAS remedia-
tion, and SAT prepara-
tion. 

Information is avail-
able on campuses and
will be posted on the
Birdville Web page and
on Channel 33.

Summer school registration set for May 31
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Around the District
Announcements . . .

Adult Education General Education
Diploma (GED) and English as a
Second Language (ESL) evening
classes will continue through May 9.
The classes are free and no registra-
tion is required. The GED class meets
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6-9
p.m. at the Shannon Learning Center,
Room 312. ESL classes are Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. at the
Shannon Center, Room 314. For
information, call 817.547.5786.

Are you interested
in taking an online
class through
BISD’s Virtual
Education
Program? BISD offers Algebra I,
Geometry, Pre-AP Biology, AP
Biology, Latin I, Integrated Physics/
Chemistry, Economics, Government
and English I. For more information,
call Lane Ledbetter at 817.547.5754.

BISD libraries accept donations for
the purchase of new books given in-
memory-of or in-honor-of individuals.
This is an outstanding way to help
students and to honor individuals.
For information about donating books,
contact your local campus principal
or librarian, or call 817.547.5665.

Do you know a child with a disability?
Contact BISD’s Special Services at
817.547.5700 for more information or
available assistance.

Are you curious about the history of
Birdville schools? Birdville

Association of Retired School
Personnel (BARSP) is collecting items
for the Ida Joe Reynolds Room. This
room contains archived material
such as old annuals, photo albums,
news articles and much more. The
Ida Joe Reynolds Room is located at
5304 E. Belknap and is open during
regular school hours. If you are inter-
ested in donating memorabilia related
to BISD, please call Joe Reynolds at
817.485.7738.

Awards . . .

Congratulations
to Joy Jiang,
North Oaks
Middle seventh-
grader, for
winning the
Regional Fort
Worth Star-
Telegram
Spelling Bee.
Joy won an all expense-paid trip to
the Scripps Howard National
Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C.,
during the week of May 26-June 1
courtesy of the Star-Telegram.

Congratulations
to Sharon
Brodin, assis-
tant principal at
Grace E.
Hardeman
Elementary, for
being selected
as the Texas

Elementary Principals and
Supervisors Association’s Assistant
Principal of the Year for District 11.

Her selection is indicative of her out-
standing leadership. She was recog-
nized in February at the 2002 TEPSA
Assistant Principals Conference in
Austin.

Congratulations
to David
McGee,
Industrial
Technology
teacher at
Haltom Middle,
on being named
to the “Hall of

Fame” of the Association of Texas
Technology Education. He was rec-
ognized at the ATTE conference at
Texas A&M University in February.

Lloyd Sizemore,
American
History teacher
at Haltom High,
was chosen as
“History
Teacher of the
Year” for
Tarrant County
by the Tarrant
County Chapter of “The Sons of the
American Revolution.” He will rep-
resent Tarrant County at the state
convention as its nominee for State
History Teacher of the Year. Sizemore
is currently in his 25th year in BISD
and serves as History Department
Chairman while teaching AP
American History.

Congratulations to Dr. Linda
Anderson, director of Career and 
Technology Education for BISD,
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Dr. Linda Anderson is recognized during the Feb. 28
Board meeting for her award. Also pictured is:
Board Member Fred Wilson.
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for being named Region IV Outstan-
ding Career and Technical Educator
by the Association for Career and
Technical Education (ACTE).

Eleven BISD campuses have been
selected to receive Board Goals
Excellence Awards for programs
and/or events at their schools. The
program is designed to encourage
and reward staff and students who
further BISD’s efforts to become a
premier school district in the state
with an international reputation.
The awards are funded from rev-
enues received from the district’s
1999-2004 vending contract. Award
winners for the period of Dec. 15-
Feb. 15 are:  Richland Elementary,
Adult ESL Class; Snow Heights
Elementary, Shared Reading
Resource Library; Holiday Heights
Elementary, Unleash Your Mind
Event; Watauga Elementary, Wild
Lab/Science; W.A. Porter
Elementary, Target Practice Math
Board Grades K-4; Richland
Middle, Outdoor Learning
Center/Challenge Course;
Smithfield Middle, Classroom
Maps History/Social Studies
Classes; Haltom High, Project
COPE-Low Elements Ropes Course;
Richland High, Application Math
with Technology; Shannon
Education Center, Graphing
Pollution; Birdville High, PC
Rebuilding Software; and Birdville
High, Graphics Library for Tech
Classes.

Business Partners . . .

The following business partners
were recognized at recent board
meetings:  Jay McSpadden,
Northwest Bank; Stan Wilson and
Scott Livingston, Nokia Mobile;
Jerry Thomas, Acme Brick; and Greg
Nickel, Allied Electronics.

Volunteers . . .

Birdville Council of PTAs celebrated
Founders Day (commemorating the
establishment of the Parents and
Teachers Association) with a dinner
and program on Jan. 31 at the W.G.
Thomas Coliseum. In addition,
students who won at the Council
level of the annual Reflections Arts
Program were recognized at this
event. Reflection winners include:  

LITERATURE
Samantha Jones, The Academy at 
Carrie F. Thomas; Brandon Killen,
Smithfield Elementary; Kayla Smith,
W.A. Porter Elementary; Jordan
DeBose, Foster Village Elementary;
Tucker Empkey, O.H. Stowe
Elementary; Amber Shepherd, W.A.
Porter Elementary; Jordan Bailey,
Smithfield Middle; Lauren Donahoo,
North Richland Middle; Melinda
White, North Richland Middle;
Kaity Briscoe, Birdville High; Sara
Hernandez, Birdville High; and
Karen McMeen, Birdville High. 

MUSIC
Jacob Collins, Foster Village
Elementary; Connor Teague, John D.
Spicer Elementary; Andrea Johnson,
W.A. Porter Elementary; Hunter
McClure, W.A. Porter Elementary;
Kadin Norder, Smithfield Middle;
and Jonathan Smith, Watauga Middle.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Tommy Benton, Holiday Heights
Elementary; Christopher Pechak,
Watauga Elementary; Jacob

Wilkinson, Smithfield Elementary;
Julie Pechak, Watauga Elementary;
Molly Clark, John D. Spicer
Elementary; Cassandra Manzato,
Green Valley Elementary; Leslie
Baker, Foster Village Elementary;
Linda Forester, North Richland
Middle; Tatum Rutherford, Haltom
Middle; Erica Davis, Birdville High;
Scarlett Long, Birdville High; and
Ranson Stillwell, Birdville High. 

VISUAL ARTS
Caleb Davis, The Academy at Carrie
F. Thomas; Rachel Sipe, W.A. Porter
Elementary; Megan Sprinkle, O.H.
Stowe Elementary; Courtney Cater,
John D. Spicer Elementary; Riley
Davis, The Academy at Carrie F.
Thomas; Haley Logan, Snow Heights
Elementary; Alysia Cobb, North
Richland Middle; Amanda Jimenez,
Watauga Middle; Caroline Moreno,
Watauga Middle; James Taylor,
Haltom Middle; Andrew Bowlin,
Birdville High; Ben Dobbin, Birdville
High; and David Mayer, Birdville
High.
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Jim Nelson, commissioner of edu-
cation for the State of Texas, approved
Birdville ISD’s waiver for the 2002-
2003 school year on Feb. 26. BISD
submitted a waiver requesting the
commissioner’s approval to begin
the 2002-2003 school year earlier
than the state-mandated week of
Aug. 21. After reviewing the results
of two calendar votes and comments
made at a public hearing on Dec. 3,
2001, the commissioner approved
the Aug. 13, 2002 start date.

State law requires school districts
wishing to begin earlier than the

week of Aug. 21 to solicit community
input about the proposed calendar
and, based on that input, submit a
request for a waiver. The commis-
sioner then reviews the district’s
request, along with the results of the
public hearing, to determine if the
school district has the community’s
support for an earlier start date. This
process must be repeated every year.

The calendar on page 7 is the offi-
cial 2002-2003 school calendar.
Additional copies are available at
www.birdville.k12.tx.us.

Commissioner approves BISD
calendar for 2002-2003 year

Please join us for the
BISD Foundation

for Educational Excellence
4th-Annual Golf Scramble

Tuesday, May 13, 2002
Iron Horse Golf Course

Tee Time: 8 a.m.
Cost: $700 per team/

$175 per player
(includes tee gifts, golf cart,

lunch and door prizes)

Proceeds directly benefit the BISD Foundation.
For more information, call C.A. Sanford

at 817.428.6031. 

It’s TEE TIME ...

The following is an update of positive results of your
bond dollars at work throughout Birdville ISD.

1996 BOND CONSTRUCTION UPDATE … 
PROPOSITION I
New High School — Complete.

PROPOSITION II
Additions, Renovations, Land:
• Construction has begun on an addition to the adminis-

tration building and is expected to be complete by the 
end of June.

• Bonds have been sold to fund the construction of a 
new elementary.

PROPOSITION III
Technology:
• New Gigabit fiber optic network backbone has been 

installed in all of the campuses in North Richland Hills
and Watauga. Installation of high-speed fiber optic cable
to campuses in Richland Hills and Haltom City is set 
to be brought online during the 2002 spring semester.

PROPOSITION IV
Kindergarten Classroom Additions — Complete.

PROPOSITION V
Fine Arts/Athletics Complex — Complete.

1993 BOND CONSTRUCTION UPDATE …
PROPOSITION I
Roof & HVAC:
• Buildings scheduled to receive new roofs are proceeding

as planned. Eighteen of the 19 total projects are complete.
The remaining roofing project (administration building)
will be included with other upcoming work at that site.

PROPOSITION II
Additions, Renovations, Land — Complete.

PROPOSITION III
Technology — Complete.

PROPOSITION IV
New Elementary School:
• Bonds have been sold to fund the construction of a 

new elementary.

BISD bond projects are ... results in action

Construction on an addition to the Administration Building is underway.
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2002-2003  CALENDAR
BIRDVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Holidays
New Teachers
Staff Development/Student Holiday
Preparation Day/Student Holiday
1/2 Staff Dev. / 1/2 Preparation
Reporting Period
Bad Weather
1/2 day Elem./Sec

∆
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REPORTING PERIODS
August 13 - September 27 ............33 days
September 30 - November 8 ........28 days
November 11 - December 20 ........27 days

88 days
January 6 - February 21 ..............31 days
February 24 - April 11 ..................30 days
April 14 - May 23 ..........................30 days

91 days

DATES TO REMEMBER

July 4 Independence Day
August 1, 2 New Teacher Orientation
Aug. 5-8 Staff Development
August 9 1/2 Staff Dev. / 1/2 Preparation
August 12 Preparation Day
August 13 First Day of School
September 2 Labor Day
October 11-14 Fall Break
November 27-29 Thanksgiving
December 19, 20 1/2 Day Elem./Sec.
December 21 Preparation Day/Student Holiday
December 23-Jan. 3 Semester Break
January 20 Martin L. King Day
February 6-10 Winter Break
March 31- April 4 Spring Break
April 26 1st Student/Teacher Makeup Day

May 17 2nd Student/Teacher Makeup Day

May 22, 23 1/2 Day Elem./Sec.
May 23 Last Day for Students
May 24 Preparation Day
May 26 Memorial Day

.

Approved February 26, 2002
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Thirteen students representing all
three of BISD’s high schools have
been selected as All-State Band
or Choir members. Back Row,
from left:  Austin Caudle, RHS
choir; Jessica Bornheim, RHS
choir; and Eric Hoover, BHS
choir. Middle Row:  Leah Barnett,
BHS choir; Aryn Campbell, HHS
choir; Daniel Gonzalez, HHS
band; Josh Lewis, HHS band; and
Tiffany Tallent, HHS band. Front
Row:  Lauren Parr, BHS choir;
Sara Winslow, BHS band; Holly
Gordon, RHS choir; David Brant,
HHS band; and Adrian Castillo,
HHS band.
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Birdville Independent School District
6125 East Belknap
Haltom City, Texas 76117-4204

April
Humility

Eleanor Roosevelt
Definition: Not placing
yourself above others.

May
Joy

Will Rogers
Definition: A feeling of
happiness or pleasure.

Birdville Independent School District

P
la

nt
in

g • Nurturing • Growing

Virtues Education
2001-2002

Humility, joy wrap up
2001-2002 virtues
curriculum in BISD


